
Pine Road Elementary School  
3737 Pine Road  

Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006 
 215.938.0290 
                                                                                                                                   www.lmtsd.org  
                                                                                                           Brian J. Swank, Ed.D.      Mrs. Sharon Franciosa 
                                                                                                                              Principal               Assistant Principal 
 
 
February 28, 2019 

Dear Parents/Guardians: 

The process of student placement will begin shortly.  Placement is a complex process at Pine Road and is 
based upon the current estimate of enrollment projections for next year.  Our teachers, counselors, and 
administrative team devote a great deal of time and effort to place students in appropriate class groupings. 
Placement, of our nearly 965 students, involves input from a child’s present teacher(s), building 
specialists, school counselors, as well as the principal and assistant principal.   As a team we endeavor to 
create classes which reflect a balance of genders, learning styles, ability levels, cultural diversity and peer 
relationships.  In addition, students receiving ESOL, gifted support, special education support, math 
support, reading support, and speech and language support are considered in order to maintain optimal 
learning conditions.  

In recognition of this comprehensive process, parent/guardian requests for placement with a particular 
classroom teacher for next year cannot be honored.  Flexibility in the placement of students and teachers 
is a necessity in order to create a fair and equitable process for all students and to allow us, as a school 
team, to make decisions which are in the best interest of every student.  

However, if your child has unique needs, related to specific learning environment characteristics, please 
write a letter to me explaining those needs.  Please do not request individual teachers by name, gender, 
or age.  Letters must be submitted to me no later than April 12, 2019.  I assure you that the placement 
team will take great care and use our collective professional judgment to provide your child with the best 
possible placement for next year. 

Thank you in advance for your support and cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Brian J. Swank, Ed.D. 
Principal 
 

 
 

 

  
 
 

 


